	I. PROJECT OVERVIEW

	A. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

	1.1 Project name

Obstacles to Trade at the Business Level and Trade Facilitation within the ACS Member Countries (Pilot Phase) 

ACS-TD-001


	1.2 ACS Focal Areas and Programme
Trade (TD)

Programme: “Reduction of Obstacles to Trade and Investment, and Trade Facilitation”

	1.3 Objectives and Justification
Project Development Objective: 

Reduce the Obstacles to Trade and facilitate business in ACS Member Countries

Project Specific Objective: 
To conduct a survey establishing and analysing the perception of the Greater Caribbean private sector on obstacles to trade among the various groups in the ACS. The results of this survey will support ACS Special Committee on Trade Development and External Economic Relations in the elaboration of recommendations and projects to remove identified obstacles. 

Project Justification: 

The project is a response of the need to promote a gradual and progressive liberalization of trade and investments and identify trade and investment obstacles among ACS Members. This is a work priority of the Special Committee on Trade Development and External Economic Relations established on the basis of decisions of the 1st (1995), the 2nd (1999) and 3rd (2001) Summits of the ACS Heads of State and Government. 

The study will provide the Committee on Trade with an overview of the current obstacles to trade and will give policy proposals and recommendations for their elimination and for the facilitation of trade among ACS member countries. It will also provide the basis for considering implementing a larger project encompassing all ACS Member Countries.



	1.4 Outputs/Components

1. Survey on obstacles to trade at the business level and business facilitation
2. Present trade policy recommendations.



	1.5  Estimated Cost and Duration
8 weeks; US$ 29,689.00  


	1.6 Project current status
Completed

	B. STAKEHOLDERS

	1.7 Responsible Agency
Association of Caribbean States (ACS)


	1.8  Beneficiaries
ACS Member Countries

	1.9 Collaborating Institutions


	1.10 Executing Institutions
ACS Secretariat 

1 Consultant
	1.11  Financing Institutions
Funding institutions to be identified. 

ACS:                         US$ 7,590.00

Donor:                      US$ 26,689.00
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