	I. PROJECT OVERVIEW

	A. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

	1.1 Project name and number
	Course on Geographic Information Systems (GIS)  

ACS-ND-005

	1.2 ACS Focal Area 
	Natural Disasters (ND)

	1.3 Objectives 
	Overall objective: 
Reduce the impact of disasters owing to the improved management of Geographic Information Systems (GIS)

Specific objective (s): 

Conduct an intensive training course in the management of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) to strengthen ACS Members’ capabilities in this area. 

	1.4 Justification
	The speed and complexity of economic and technological changes are ever increasing, and these changes are followed by modifications in the environment that bring about a tremendous deterioration in the resources available and in social and economic costs. Consequently, there is a growing need to train human resources to be prepared in advance for the effects that would result from such changes. 

This environmental monitoring toward sustainable development must be supported by dynamic tools that would identify, evaluate and keep updated, information on the changes taking place in the environment in order for maintenance or recovery measures to be applied. The result is safety, clarity and promptness in interpreting complicated problems, as well as a notable reduction in organisation and maintenance costs. There can be a follow up to or change in the attributes over time so as to determine the repercussions of that change (the effect of drought, price variations, variation in infrastructure, etc.)

	1.5 Outputs / Components
	Holding of the GIS Course 

	1.6 Estimated Cost and Duration
	· 5 Days

· US$15,000.00

	1.7 Project current status
	The course was held at the headquarters of the Association of Caribbean States in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, November 4-8, 2002.

	B. STAKEHOLDERS

	1.8 Responsible Agency
	Secretariat of the Association of Caribbean States

	1.9 Beneficiaries
	ACS Member Countries, especially the National Disaster Management Offices of Member Countries 

	1.10 Collaborating Institutions
	Argentina Co-operation 

	1.11 Executing Institutions
	ACS Secretariat 

2 Experts in GIS management 

	1.12 Financing Institutions
	Argentine Fund for Horizontal Co-operation (FO-AR): US$15,000.00

ACS: In-kind Contribution 
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